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The company formed a wide circle round the
fantastic figures ; the noisy chatter subsided as fear
and awe of the supernatural fell upon everybody,
young and old alike, and they waited for develop-
ments with breathless expectation.
The musicians began to play their panpipes and
the drummers to beat their tomtoms. There is a
peculiar manner of beating the tomtom in these
assemblies which excites the dancer. It is said to
be acceptable to the demon, who responds more
quickly to its sound than to any other*
On this occasion the afflatus was slow in
manifesting itself. *:The dancers moved on their
heels, swaying now and then in rhythm with the
beat of the drum, their streamer petticoats swing-
ing with the motion as though blown by some
mysterious wind. The people were strangely
quiet and observant, like animals, watching partly
in fear and partly with a fascinated curiosity.
This continued for some time, and the boys
were beginning to think that devil-dances were
somewhat overrated, when suddenly, without any
warning, one of the dancers broke out of the
measured step and began to move spasmodically.
This was a signal for the musicians to quicken
the pace. The excitement increased and spread
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